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May 24, 2022 
 
 
 
 

Dear _________: 

Each day, the teachers and staff of Greenville County Schools strive to provide a safe and 
nurturing learning environment for nearly 77,000 students and their families. Access to high-
quality, age-appropriate books is a cornerstone to building foundational literacy skills within our 
students. 

Annually, Greenville County Schools spends millions of dollars on books to be used in media 
centers and classrooms across the 100 schools and centers within the District. 

One challenge for our classroom teachers, literacy coaches, media specialists, and school 
administrators is selecting content that is both engaging and age-appropriate. Traditionally, book 
distributors will provide books in sets around a theme, topic, or reading level, and school 
personnel may not have the opportunity to review each text before they are placed on media 
center or classroom library shelves. Oftentimes, due to selected titles being out of stock, these 
sets may include replacement books that were not selected as part of media center or teacher 
purchases. 

To further complicate matters, books are rated based on the reading ability needed to 
comprehend the text, and not by any measure of the age-appropriateness of the book’s content. 
As such, an easy-to-read text may be rated for 2nd grade use, but the content may be more 
appropriate for a 5th grade student. 

This leaves our district to address this issue from a reactive stance rather than a proactive one, 
since GCS often doesn’t learn of a problem until it is brought to our attention that a specific 
book’s content may be inappropriate.  

Other industries, such as those producing video games, music, and film have adopted universal 
rating systems that allow parents and community members the ability to objectively review a 
product’s appropriateness. Parents can recognize a T (teen) rating on a video game and 
immediately know that the presence of Language, Sex, and/or Violence may make the game 
inappropriate for younger gamers. 

As a result of this continuing issue of concern, the Greenville County Schools Board of Trustees 
would like to encourage our book publishers to adopt a similar content rating system. We believe 
that giving classroom teachers, media specialists, and school administrators access to objective 
rating information will allow them to better partner with parents to determine which texts are 
most appropriate for students to explore and to attain educational goals. 
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We believe we can be most effective as an agent of change if we partner with school districts 
across the nation to leverage our purchasing power to insist upon such a rating system. 
Therefore, as an important first step in addressing the issue, we specifically ask that your office 
pursue efforts to convene book distributors and education leaders around the country, as well as 
the U.S. Department of Education, to explore a voluntary book rating system that would allow 
content to be objectively rated for age appropriateness.  

Sincerely, 

 

Roger Meek  
Chair 


